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A FASHION student claimed it
was just “bad luck” that she threw
acid over her former partner
within days of viewing articles
about victims of such attacks.
Berlinah Wallace, 48, is charged
with murdering Mark van Dongen by leaving him with such
catastrophic injuries that he was
granted euthanasia and died in
Belgium.
Wallace, of Ladysmith Road,
Bristol, denies murder and throwing a corrosive substance with
intent.
She insists she believed she was
throwing a glass of water over Mr
van Dongen, an 29-year-old engineer, as he lay in bed at her flat
in Westbury Park, Bristol, in
September 2015.
Mr van Dongen was left paralysed, scarred, had his lower left
leg amputated and lost the sight in
his left eye, as well as most of the
sight in his right eye, following
the incident.
Before his death in January
2017, Mr van Dongen told police
he woke at 3am on September 23 to
hear Wallace laugh and tell him:
“If I can’t have you, no one else
can,” before throwing the acid.
In cross-examination of Wallace

TRADITION

Jack welcomes
summer’s start
BRISTOL’S Jack in the Green welcomes in the
summer every year, with a lively procession through
the city’s streets, accompanied by musicians and
dancers – and for once the weather was just right.
Jack traditionally makes his appearance on the
first Saturday in May, passing from the historic
Harbourside up to Horfield Common.
A colourful figure, he is nine feet tall, and covered
in greenery and flowers. He is accompanied by
attendants, disguised in green rags and vegetation.
The attendants play music, dance and sing as they
guide Jack through the streets to celebrate the
coming of summer.
Tradition has it that Jack comes alive at the start
of his journey, by Bristol’s historic Harbourside, and
finally, on Horfield Common, at the end of his
journey, Jack must die to release the Spirit of
Summer.
Fortunately Post photographer Jon Kent was
there to capture evidence of Jack’s passage through
the city.

● Above, cars at the funeral of ex Bristol Cars factory manager Syd Lovesy; pictured right, Syd

Final farewell Classic car cortege
as Bristol Cars legend laid to rest
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● Jack in the Green in the centre of Bristol on Saturday
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● Berlinah
Wallace
at Bristol Crown Court, Adam
Vaitilingam QC read out a number of articles – later recovered
after being deleted from her
browsing history – that were visited by Wallace.
On September 13, she searched
for advice on how to get back with
an ex-boyfriend but the following
day asked Google “can I die from
drink sulphuric acid”.
Wallace told the court she had
not read any of the articles and
was only interesting in viewing
images of acid attack victims.
“What was so interesting to you
about pictures of people who had
acid thrown in their faces,” Mr
Vaitilingam
asked.
Wallace
replied: “Just curiosity.”
Mr Vaitilingam told Wallace:
“You were obsessed with these
sites about people having sulphuric acid thrown in their faces.”
Wallace said: “No. I don’t remember looking at these articles.”
Mr Vaitilingam asked: “Is it just
a coincidence that within a few
days of reading these sites or looking at these pictures, you yourself
have thrown sulphuric acid in
Mark’s face?”
Wallace replied: “Yes. It is just a
coincidence – bad luck.”
She described Mr van Dongen
as “my best friend, my family”
and said she missed him after he
left her for his new girlfriend.
Wallace told police Mr van Dongen must have placed the acid in
her glass and left it by the side of
the bed for her to drink.
The trial continues.
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CORTEGE of elegant classic
cars led mourners at the funeral of one of the driving
engineers of the iconic Bristol Cars.
Dedicated Syd Lovesy was the
‘heart and soul’ of Bristol Cars’ manufacturing factory and rose to the
title of factory manager when the
firm was launched in 1946.
Syd, an auto-electrician at aviation
giant Bristol Aeroplane Company,
helped set up the car marque when
BAC diversified into vehicle manufacture after the war.
He helped design and build the first
ever Bristol Type 400 and played a
role in every car produced until the
company folded in 2011.
A true company man, when the
firm struggled financially, Syd dug
deep and once paid staff their Christmas wages out of his own pocket.
On one occasion, Syd was
summoned urgently from the plush
West London showroom to the factory at Filton, Bristol.
The skilled driver jumped into the
latest Bristol and covered the
110-mile trip in just 93 minutes – in
the days when there were no motorways.
Tributes have now been paid to the
passionate former employee following his death at the age of 98.
At his funeral on Friday in Westerleigh, South Gloucestershire, there
was a cortege of cars he helped
build.
Dr Stefan Cembrowicz, chairman
of Bristol Owners Heritage Trust,
knew Syd from when he bought his
first Bristol in 1971.
He said: “He had an encyclopedic
knowledge and worked on all 3,000
cars produced.
“He had a meticulous discipline.
He was an artisan craftsman who
rose to factory manager and he understood what quality was.

Surgery manager stole over
£50,000 from health centre
Alex Ballinger
alex.ballinger@localworld.co.uk

● Syd’s coffin, with floral car tribute, is carried into the service; below, cars at the funeral

“One Christmas, the wages didn’t
arrive for the staff so Syd paid them
himself. That is the kind of man he
was. He was the kingpin of
everything that happened at the factory.”
Syd, who had been a talented crick-

eter, was employed by the Bristol
Aeroplane Company at the post-war
birth of their car department, which
was later called the car division.
Any customer who came to the
works at Filton, or later Patchway,
would have met Syd in his office,
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surrounded by the build sheets of
every Bristol ever made.
The car manufacturer was famous
for building expensive sports coupes,
which sold to celebrities like Sir
Richard Branson, Peter Sellers and
King Hussein of Jordan.
During Syd’s employment at Bristol, the company’s fortunes waxed
and waned with production levels of
the British sports cars varying from
five per week to zero.
He was regarded as a “priceless
repository of intimate knowledge” on
every single model made, having
worked on and driven them all.
This ranged from from the 2-litre,
85bhp Type 400 to the 8-litre 525 bhp
Fighter, which was to be the company’s swansong.
Syd, a great-grandfather, had attention to detail and courtesy to his
customers was only surpassed by his
loyalty to the company, according to
friends, who say he supported it beyond the call of duty when it finally, to
his great distress, went into administration.
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BRISTOL GP surgery
manager who had campaigned against NHS
cuts stole more than
£50,000 from the health
service through unauthorised
payments.
Patricia Mayo, 60, was in
charge of accounts at the Hartwood Health Centre in Hartcliffe,
where she worked as practice
manager between 2011 and 2016.
When she left the surgery, it
was revealed Mayo had been paying herself thousands of pounds,
despite her £40,000 salary.
Mayo, now of Jerrymoor Hill in
Wokingham, is still currently employed as a practice manager at
an NHS surgery outside of Bristol.
She was jailed for 12 months for
fraud by Judge Julian Lambert at
Bristol Crown Court.
A doctor who is a senior partner at the surgery said that
Mayo’s crimes had come at a time
of financial cuts to the NHS,
which she had campaigned
against, and had threatened the
practice with “potential insolvency”.
Speaking for the prosecution,
Simon Goodman said that after
Mayo left the surgery in 2016, the

● Patricia Mayo and the Hartcliffe Health Centre which contains the Hartwood clinic
new practice manager and the
accountant began to prepare the
accounts when they discovered a
number of anomolies.
Mr Goodman said: “In the summer of 2016 it fell to the new
practice manager with the practice accountant to prepare the
accounts for the practice. In that
process a number of anomalies
were discovered.
“It was clear that some substantial sums had been paid into
this defendant’s bank account
between April and November
2015.
“Subsequently the police conducted further enquiries.”
After contacting the bank, it
was revealed payments had been
made into Mayo’s bank account

between April and November
2015, according to Mr Goodman.
He said she had started by paying herself an unauthorised
£2,000 in 2012 which doubled the
following year until a total of
more than £50,000 had been stolen
from the health centre.
Mayo pleaded guilty to the theft
and said she had taken around
£56,000 while the Crown Prosecution Service believe the figure to
be close to £63,000.
The court heard Mayo started
on a salary of £40,000 per year.
Dr Dougal Darvill, a senior
partner at the health centre, said
in a statement Mayo had campaigned against NHS cuts during
her employment.
The statement, made in July

last year, added the surgery had
be left at risk of insolvency after
Mayo’s thefts.
Speaking for the defence, Emily
Evans, said a breach of trust by an
ex-partner which resulted in a
court case in 2011 had “devastating consequences.”
Ms Evans said Mayo felt she
had to make up for the breach of
trust to her daughter and provide
her with a better life. Both mum
and daughter had been evicted
from their homes at the time.
The nature of the incident with
the ex-partner was not disclosed
in court.
Mayo, who brought a suitcase
with her to the courtroom, was
jailed for 12 months for fraud by
judge Julian Lambert.

£1,000

for every ticket in
these winning postcodes

CF14 3HS
CM77 6BT
EX15 1HJ
KY1 4QQ
LD8 2BP

postcodelottery.co.uk/results

M20 6TG
NE28 9BW
PL9 9LW
SA5 5PP
WN5 8NP

